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In India, millions, even billions of rupees are spent on building temples of 
Tirthankar Lords. What state must they have attained that even after millions of years, 
people build grand temples, establish beautiful idols, and offer service, worship, and 
devotion for them? The Real form of the Self has been fully expressed in Tirthankar 
Lords. They have attained Absolute Knowledge and went to liberation, and they have 
also become instrumental for millions of living beings to attain liberation from infinite 
lives of wandering! If we contemplate on the state of such a Tirthankar Lord, great 
reverence and devotion will arise towards them. If reverence arises in exactness with 
the true identification of the Lord, then we too can become that form and achieve 
liberation.

In this issue we will introduce a Tirthankar Lord, whose hundreds of thousands of 
temples have been built worldwide, and who has a permanent hood of a cobra on his 
head. Do you know him? In this issue, let’s get to know the 23rd Tirthankar Lord 
Parshvanath! Let’s learn from his life and progress on the path of absolute detachment.

- Dimplebhai Mehta

Editorial
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Lord Parshvanath
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Lord Parshvanath was standing 
in kayotsarg (a meditative 
posture) in the forest.

Meghamali Dev passed by there. He saw that Lord Parshvanath was standing 
alone in the forest. Suddenly, he became enraged!

With his divine power, he started terrible afflictions. He rained fire on the Lord, 
threw huge stones, sent enormous elephants, boars, and tigers to attack. Then he 
caused such a torrential downpour that water reached the Lord’s waist, chest, and 
finally, his mouth!

As the afflictions were occurring, the divine 
throne of the heavens trembled. Dharnendra 
Dev and Padmavati Devi quickly arrived there. 
Padmavati Devi, transforming into a lotus, lifted 
Lord Parshvanath above the water, and 
Dharnendra Dev, becoming a snake, spread his 
hood over the Lord’s head.
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Friends, you may have such questions too. So let’s get answers 

to all these questions in this issue. Let’s get to know Lord Parshvanath 

closely and think about what we would do if we were in his place.

5

Despite all this, Lord Parshvanath 
remained absolutely detached! Not 
even a single subatomic particle 
within him shook.

How was such a state possible for the Lord?

If we were in his place, could we have remained calm?

Why did Meghamali Dev torment Lord Parshvanath? 

After all, the Lord did nothing to harm him.

Why did Padmavati Devi and Dharnendra Dev protect 

the Lord? Why didn’t the other celestial gods?

Akram Youth



Question: Why did Meghamali Dev become hostile upon seeing Lord Parshvanath?

This story is from before the nine 
births of Lord Parshvanath. In the village of 
Potanapur, there was a very virtuous, 
powerful, and religious king named Arvind. 
In his court, there was a wise and devout 
minister named Vishvabhuti. Vishvabhuti 
had a cultured wife named Anuradha. They 
had two sons, Kamath and Marubhuti. Both 
were intelligent and well-mannered, and in 
their youth, they got married. Kamath’s wife 
was Varuna, and Marubhuti’s wife was 
Vasundhara. Both were very beautiful, but 
Vasundhara was so gorgeous that there was 
no one in the entire kingdom as beautiful as 
her!

As time passed, the priest Vishvabhuti 
developed dispassion from the world after 
receiving enlightenment from Jain monks. 
He took initiation as a monk. The king had 
immense love and trust in Vishvabhuti, so he 
entrusted all the royal responsibilities to his 
elder son, Kamath. However, Kamath was 
very indulgent, materialistic, and sensual. He 
enjoyed music and dance and spending time 
with different women. On the other hand, 
Marubhuti was very devout and detached. 

The Binding of VengeanceThe Binding of Vengeance

Despite having a beautiful wife, he did not 
find any pleasure in material things. 
Fortunately, he spent his time visiting the 
palace, associating with monks, and 
engaging in religious activities.

Once, Kamath saw Vasundhara, his 
sister-in-law, and was attracted to her 
beauty, fostering a desire to indulge in a 
physical relationship with her. On the other 
hand, Vasundhara was always in sorrow 
thinking, ‘Despite being so beautiful, my 
husband Marubhuti does not have time for 
me, and I have not enjoyed the luxuries of 
the world.’ Kamath deceived Vasundhara in 
her solitude, manipulated her, and indulged 
in physical pleasure against her will. 
Gradually, Vasundhara also slipped and their 
illicit relationship continued.

Marubhuti had no idea about this, but 
Kamath’s wife, Varuna, found out. Varuna 
was deeply hurt that her husband was 
committing such infidelity with his 
sister-in-law. She could not bear it, so she 
went and talked to Marubhuti. But Marubhuti 
was a person of pure and honest thoughts. 
He was not a person to believe anything 

6 July 2023



7

blindly, so he was not ready to believe 
anyone’s words. But Varuna went to him 
daily and complained, so one day Marubhuti 
thought he should investigate this.

Marubhuti stepped out of the house 
declaring, “I am leaving town for two days.” 
He returned home at night in a disguise 
seeking refuge. He was provided shelter at a 
guest house. That night, it was as if a 
lightning bolt had struck Marubhuti’s head! 
He witnessed his wife and elder brother’s 
infidelity with his own eyes. He was deeply 
enraged at his elder brother. He was so 
anguished and enraged that he lamented, 

What was the reason behind Kamath’s enmity towards 
Marubhuti?
A. His greed for sex
B. Marubhuti’s attachment for his elder brother Kamath 
C. Kamath’s humiliation throughout the kingdom
D. Marubhuti’s complaint to the king
E. All of the above An
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“How could my brother do this to me?” He 
couldn’t bear it. Not finding any other way, 
he complained to King Arvind. His 
sister-in-law Varuna also agreed with this. 
The king was very virtuous. He wouldn’t let 
anything like this happen in his kingdom. 
The punishment for committing such a 
crime in his kingdom was to be hanged. But 
as Kamath was a Brahmin, and killing a 
Brahmin would be a sin, the king did not kill 
him, but deeply humiliated him. He was 
made to sit upside down on a donkey and be 
paraded around the village. He was made to 
renounce his royal duties. He was banished 
from the kingdom and given the punishment 
of never setting foot in the kingdom again.

On the other hand, Kamath was deeply 
agitated. ‘My younger brother complained 
to the king? Because of him, I was humiliated 
throughout the entire kingdom! I was forced 
to leave the kingdom! I will not spare him!’ 
He was furiously angry at his younger 
brother. Such a fierce grudge, resentment, 
and hostility emerged from this anger that a 
rivalry was established. Such a dreadful 
rivalry was established that it continued for 
the next nine lives!

Friends, this story doesn’t end here. Before we read on, let’s think 
a bit through this activity.

A
ns

w
er

 th
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Suppose you had a fight with your best friend. In the quarrel, both of you said 
things that hurt each other and insulted one another. For days, you did not talk to each 
other. Later, you regretted it, thinking, ‘This is wrong. We shouldn’t have fought. We 
need to mend the friendship.’ Thinking this, you went to your friend and asked for 
forgiveness. But instead, your friend ignored you even more and walked away. You also 
got angry and thought, ‘If he doesn’t want to talk, then why should I?’ And then you 
stopped talking to each other forever.

What Would You Do?

8

Questions:
Now based on this situation, think about...
1) What should you do if you ask someone for forgiveness but they ignore you?

2) What should you do if someone comes to ask you for forgiveness?

You will find the answers to these questions in the story ahead.
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Marubhuti had a lot of attachment for his elder brother Kamath. But when he 
found out that his elder brother was committing adultery with his own wife, he felt 
extreme hatred towards him. Based on this hatred, he complained to the king and had 
his brother exiled. But that hatred turned back into attachment after a few days. 
Marubhuti felt a lot of regret, “I have punished my own elder brother. He was left to 
wander in the jungle after leaving the royal palace! How much suffering must he be 
going through? Where would he be? What would he be doing?” Such thoughts melted 
his heart. He went to the king and pleaded for him to call his brother back, to give him 
his place in the kingdom back. But according to the king, the laws of the kingdom were 
the same for everyone. He did not agree, hence Marubhuti was very upset. What a trap 
of attachment and hatred!

Unable to bear the separation from his brother, Marubhuti went in search of 
Kamath in order to call him back. While searching, he came upon a group of ascetics. 
There he saw that Kamath was performing severe penance. But he did not see the 
intent behind Kamath’s penance. Kamath was performing penance with intense 

Question: Whom should we ask for forgiveness? And what should 
we do when someone asks us for forgiveness?

Whom Should We Ask For Forgiveness?Whom Should We Ask For Forgiveness?
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vengeance towards Marubhuti. The fruit of penance is always in accordance 
with the purpose with which it is performed.

Marubhuti fell at Kamath’s feet. With deep regret and tears, he pleaded, 
“Elder brother, please come back, come back to the kingdom, I will serve you 
in every way. I am asking for forgiveness for the mistakes I have made, I am 
repenting.” But Kamath’s heart did not melt. On the contrary, the flames of 
intense hatred burned even brighter in his heart. He became filled with 
terrible anger. As soon as the younger brother bowed down, Kamath picked 
up a large stone and threw it at his head! Marubhuti died right on the spot.

Hatred blinds people! He came to ask for forgiveness and he ended up 
being killed by his own brother.

Friends, this story gives us the answers to the previous activity.

10

One should not harbor attachment or hatred for anyone. Hatred arises 
from attachment. When hatred increases a lot, vengeance is bound.
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1) Whom should we ask for forgiveness?
We should ask for forgiveness one-to-one from a person who bows to 

us or remains neutral when we bow to them. However, if they do not respond 
or if they don’t reciprocate, then we should not ask for forgiveness one-to-
one because they will bind vengeance. Instead, we should feel remorse and 
ask for forgiveness from their soul in our mind.

2) If someone comes to ask us for forgiveness...
We should genuinely forgive them on the spot, from the heart. Then 

why wouldn’t they stop being an enemy! In addition to this, we need to 
acquire the vision of the Gnanis and the absolutely detached ones. They have 
natural forgiveness. That means they don’t have to forgive anyone and no 
one has to ask them for forgiveness. They don’t see anyone as being at fault, 
so there is no question of asking for forgiveness. The vision of the Gnanis and 
the Tirthankar Lords is completely faultless and pure. No matter what 
someone does, they see the person as faultless.
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Repayment of Vengeance 
for Nine Lives

12

Second Life: Because he had an adverse 
internal state of being at the time of death, the soul 
of Marubhuti was born in the second life as a violent 
elephant, while the soul of Kamath was born as a 
snake. After renouncing and becoming an ascetic, 
King Arvind saw the elephant and immediately 
recognized it to be the reincarnation of Marubhuti 
through his clairvoyant knowledge! By the 

Third Life: The soul of the elephant (Lord 
Parshvanath) took birth in the Sahasrar heaven. 
Despite having all the means of sensual pleasure 
there, he remained detached. The soul of the snake 
(Kamath) was born in the fifth hell, where he 
underwent severe torture for hundreds of 
thousands of years.

Fourth Life: The soul of Lord Parshvanath 
was born as Prince Kiranveg. After becoming a king, 
he became dispassionate for the worldly life after 
hearing a sermon of a Jain monk. He renounced the 
world and went into the forest. At that time, the 
soul of Kamath was born in the forest as a huge 
python. Upon seeing the monk, the python erupted 
with enmity and swallowed the monk. Despite the 
intense pain, Kiranveg didn’t see the python as 
being at fault and died while in a virtuous internal 
state of being.

Fifth Life: The soul of Kiranveg (Lord Parshvanath) was born in the twelfth heaven. 
Meanwhile, the soul of the python (Kamath) was born in the sixth hell as Tamprabha.

compassionate gaze of the ascetic Arvind, the elephant attained the knowledge of its 
previous life. As soon as the snake saw the elephant, it was filled with enmity and it bit the 
elephant. The elephant died, but at the time of death, due to its virtuous internal state of 
being, it attained a birth in heaven.
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Tenth Life: Meghamali Dev (Kamath’s soul) inflicted severe torture upon Lord 
Parshvanath. However, this time, the Lord did not die because Padmavati Devi and 
Dharnendra Dev protected him. 

Vengeance keeps one bound and makes one wander for so many lives!

Sixth Life: The soul of Lord Parshvanath was 
born as Prince Vajranabh. After hearing the sermon 
of Tirthankar Lord Kshemankar, King Vajranabh 
became dispassionate for the worldly life, renounced, 
and wandered into the forest. Just then, a tribal Bhil 
named Kurangak (the soul of Kamath) killed 
Vajranabh with a bow and arrow, without any reason, 
and he rejoiced.

Seventh Life: The soul of Vajranabh (Lord Parshvanath) was born as Lalitang in the 
fourth heaven, while the soul of Kurangak Bhil (Kamath) suffered punishment in the 
seventh hell.

Eighth Life: From heaven, the soul of Lord 
Parshvanath become a Chakravarti king named 
Suvarnabahu. His queen was named Padmavati. Once, 
while listening to the sermon of Tirthankar Lord 
Jagannath, Suvarnabahu became dispassionate for 
the worldly life, renounced with immense devotion, 
and bound the status as a Tirthankar. A lion (the soul 
of Kamath) saw him meditating in the forest and, 
aff ected by past enmity, injured him with its claws. 
Despite unbearable pain, Suvarnabahu considered 
this the fruit of his karma, didn’t not see the lion at 
fault, and died while in the awareness of the Self.

Ninth Life: The Chakravarti Suvarnabahu was reborn in the tenth heaven, while the 
soul of the lion (Kamath) was reborn as a human into a poor family. This orphan child 
aspired for wealth and luxury by observing the rich. He learned from people that austerity 
and renunciation lead to prosperity. Hence, with the intent to attain comfort, he performed 
severe penance and became a hermit named Kamath, and after death, was reborn in the 
Bhuvanavasi heaven.
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Past Karmic 
Connection With 
the Lord

Question: Why did Padmavati Devi and Dharnendra Dev protect the Lord?

This is an event from Lord 
Parshvanath’s youth. One day, 
Parshvakumar was standing in the 
balcony of the palace with his wife. From 
there, he saw a hermit performing a fire 
ritual in the distance. The hermit was 
setting fire to a lot of wood. Parshvakumar 
quickly went to the hermit and said, 
“There is a lot of violence in this ritual. 
Why are you doing this?” But the hermit 
did not listen to him. He said, “I am only 
burning wood. There is no violence in it. 
My ritual is correct. What do you know?”

14

Every Tirthankar Lord has 
clairvoyant knowledge from birth. 
Parshvakumar saw in his clairvoyant 
knowledge that a large log was burning 
in the fire. A male and female snake were 
nestled inside. The fire was consuming 
the log from both ends, causing both to 
suffocate in the smoke. Both of the 
snakes were trapped inside, staring 
death in the face. Seeing this, 
Parshvakumar told his soldiers, “Remove 
this log.” The soldiers carefully removed 
the log, opened it, and took the snakes 
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out. Parshvakumar gave them both 
drinking water, prayed for them, and 
chanted the Navkar Mantra loudly. As 
the snakes heard the Navkar Mantra, and 
seeing the Tirthankara Lord in front of 
their eyes, they both left their bodies 
with a high spiritual awareness. The 
snakes were so fortunate! Due to their 
high spiritual awareness at the time of 
death, they both took birth in heaven, 
the male snake as Dharnendra Dev and 
the female snake as Padmavati Devi.

When Meghmali Dev (Kamath’s 
soul) inflicted trouble upon the Lord, 
Padmavati Devi and Dharnendra Dev 

saw through their clairvoyant knowledge 
that in their previous life, at the time of 
his death, Lord Parshvanath had helped 
them immensely and had been 
instrumental in them taking birth in 
heaven. Due to this previous karmic 
connection, both had deep affection for 
the Lord. Considering this, both 
immediately thought, ‘How could the 
Lord who was so beneficial to us be 
facing so much trouble? How come he is 
having to suffer so much?’ They could 
not bear this and immediately went to 
Lord Parshvanath and protected him 
with a hood and a lotus.
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The End of Vengeance Through 
Absolute Detachment

Question: When did Kamatha’s enmity end?

As we saw in the previous story, 
Dharnendra Dev and Padmavati Devi 
protected Lord Parshvanath. Dharnendra 
Dev then felt immense compassion for 
Meghamali Dev. He gave Meghamali a jolt 
with his harsh words.

“Hey, creature! Understand what 
madness you are doing! Don’t you realize 
it? You have been with Lord Parshvanath, 
who is the lord of the fourteen worlds, the 
God of gods, from whose sight alone one 
can attain Absolute Knowledge and go to 
liberation, escaping from the bondage of 
infinite births and deaths. Yet, in each of 
your previous nine lives, you have been 
settling your vengeance towards him! In 
every life you have cruelly killed him and 
suffered the fruits of your karma, yet you 
don’t understand? He has never spoiled his 
intent towards you. Rather, he considered 
you a great benefactor. Look at the state 
of the Lord and your own state. You are so 

unfortunate. You went to hell so many 
times, yet you didn’t turn back. Therefore 
be cautious now! Otherwise, no one will 
save you.”

Listening to all this, Meghamali 
realized the mistakes of his past nine lives. 
His heart became filled with regret. “Oh! 
What have I done to the Lord? My life is 
shameful.” Saying this, he fell at the feet of 
the Lord, shed tears, and begged for 
forgiveness from the Lord, saying, “O Lord, 
there is no sinner like me in the world. I 
have terribly opposed you, the Tirthankar 
Lord to the extent that I have killed you in 
each of the past nine lives. Just because of 
a single instance of enmity and anger. 
Today, I realize how terrible this anger is. O 
Lord, now have mercy on me. Bless me, give 
me some understanding so that I may 
become free from this anger, pride, deceit, 
greed, attachment and hatred. May I also 
progress on the path that you are on.”

Lord Parshvanath was completely detached. Natural forgiveness prevails for the 
Lord, so he does not have to forgive anyone. He did not harbor even the slightest 
attachment for his protectors, Padmavati Devi and Dharnendra Dev.

He did not harbor even the slightest hatred towards Meghamali Dev, who caused 
him so much trouble and had the desire to kill him!

It is when the Lord remained completely detached that the vengeance with Kamath 
ended!

Repentance is the most powerful weapon. By sincerely 
acknowledging our mistakes, repenting for them, and resolving 
not to repeat them, we can free ourselves from vengeance.
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We should learn absolute 
detachment from Lord 
Parshvanath. Absolute 
detachment means to 
not become involved 

when there is 
attachment and not 

become involved when 
there is hatred. We 

should remain detached 
and unaffected in both 

situations, only then can 
we progress on the path 
of absolute detachment.
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The Correct Way to Do Darshan 
of the Lord

Question: how should we do darshan of 
Lord Parshvanath?

Niruma: ‘I bow to Lord Parshvanath 
with utmest devotion and oneness.’

To do darshan of Lord Parshvanath, 
you first have to attain the right vision, 
whether it be Lord Krishna, Lord Ram, or 
any other Lord. What we are seeing now 
is the statue of the Lord. It is a 
representation. But at that time, we must 
be aware of the true state of the Lord. 
What we see now is the relative form 
and the one doing darshan is also the 
relative form. So the one with form is 
doing darshan of the one with form. In 
other words, Niruma is doing darshan of 
the statue of Lord Parshvanath. But with 
the intent of the Self, I am doing darshan 
of the Real form of Lord Parshvanath, the 
Absolute Self, the elemental Self, with 
oneness. So darshan happens with both 
the relative vision and the Real vision. So 
the true darshan is one that is done with 
a lot of oneness and devotion and while 
keeping all four of these separate; the 
two relative forms and the two Real 
forms! This is the complete darshan 
which gives the fruit of bliss. 
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Of the twenty-four Tirthankar Lords, you can 
do the greatest darshan of absolute 

detachment in the idol of Lord Parshvanath!
- Dadashri 
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Quiz - જોઈએ કેટલું યાદ રહ્યું ?
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Jai Sat Chit Anand friends.
If you remember all the previous stories, you will easily be able to answer this 

quiz. If you can’t remember, don’t worry. With each question, there is also a puzzle. The 
number you get by solving the puzzle will lead you to the page with the correct answer 
to the question. So, let’s rack our brains, do a little calculation, and find the correct 
answer!

1) Who was the celestial being 
that troubled Lord Parshvanath?

2) What state have the 
Tirthankar Lords attained?

96/ 4X2 + 3 - 48 =?

(The answer to this puzzle is the page where you will find 
the answer to this question!)

(Solve this equation and you will have the page 
number where you can find the correct answer!)

Let’s See How 
Much You 
Remember

Quiz
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3) From the window of the palace, 
what did Parshvakumar see 
burning in the wooden log?

4) Who, by becoming a lotus during 
Lord Parshvanath’s torment, raised 
him above the water? And who, by 
becoming a hood over his head, 
protected Lord Parshvanath?

5) Who scolded the celestial 
being that troubled Lord 
Parshvanath, causing him 
to repent?

6) What was the name of 
Lord Parshvanath before 
his nine births?

7) What was Lord Parshvanath’s 
brother’s name in the birth 
before the nine lives?

(Solve this equation and know the page number where 
you will find the correct answer!)

(Solve this 
puzzle and 

know the page 
number where 

you will find the 
correct answer!)

(Solve this 
puzzle and 

know the page 
number where 

you will find the 
correct answer!)

(Solve this 
puzzle and 

know the page 
number where 

you will find the 
correct answer!)

Page no = Number of Squares-1

Count the Squares

[ (x + 1) / 2 ] + 2
where, x = which number Tirthankar 

was Lord Parshvanath?

Answers on page 24 Akram Youth



Spiritual Songs

Tune into the blissful 
awareness of your true self, 
with the spiritual melodies for 
The Youth in you.

For Free Download
youth.dadabhagwan.org

22 July 2023



Nav nav bhav jemana vere chodyo nahi saath...

Toye kayam veetrag rahya shri prabhu parshvanath...

Kamath krodh ne dweshe har bhave aape ghaav par ghaav...

Prabhu ne varte sahaj kshama, bagde na ekey bhav...

Ante meghamaali dev rupe upsarg karya ati bhayankar...

Ma padmavati e unchkya dev dharnendra banya chatar...

Jane preet nathi pushp par ane krodh nathi kantak par...

Prabhune dwesh nathi bhakshak par na to rag chhe rakshak par...

Ughadi veetragta dekhadi jagane, prabhu nirvan thaya...

Koti lokonu kalyan kari pote moksh mahaprayan karya...

Jyan juo tirthankar pratimaji sheesh par sarp chatra saath...

Kahe gyani vitraagta na darshan karo mahi prabhu parshvanath...

23Akram Youth
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Answers:
Answer this: E 
Quiz: 4, 3, 14, 4, 16, 6, 6 

Jyan juo tirthankar 

pratimaji, sheesh par 

sarp chatra saath...

Kahe gnani vitraagta na 

darshan, karo mahi 

prabhu parshvanath...
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